
Continuous-cover forestry in Continuous-cover forestry in 
nutrient-rich peatlandsnutrient-rich peatlands
Continuous cover forestry in Finland is a Continuous cover forestry in Finland is a 
nature-related transition that can protect nature-related transition that can protect 
biodiversity and climate goals besides the biodiversity and climate goals besides the 
goal of producing wood. Instead of clearing goal of producing wood. Instead of clearing 
entire forest areas, only selected trees entire forest areas, only selected trees 
are harvested, leaving a continuous forest are harvested, leaving a continuous forest 
canopy. In nutrient-rich peatlands, this canopy. In nutrient-rich peatlands, this 
approach can maintain higher groundwater approach can maintain higher groundwater 
levels, reducing carbon emissions from peat levels, reducing carbon emissions from peat 
compared to clear‑cut forestry.compared to clear‑cut forestry.

How does it transform dominant ways of How does it transform dominant ways of 
knowing, doing, and organizing?knowing, doing, and organizing?
Continuous cover forestry challenges how forestry Continuous cover forestry challenges how forestry 
has historically been has historically been donedone and  and thoughtthought about.  about. 
It transforms It transforms knowingknowing by considering not only  by considering not only 
short‑term wood production, but also ecological short‑term wood production, but also ecological 
health of forests and peatlands. It changes health of forests and peatlands. It changes doingdoing  
by harvesting trees of mixed ages and sizes, by harvesting trees of mixed ages and sizes, 
requiring new harvesting methods and different requiring new harvesting methods and different 
machinery. It reshapes machinery. It reshapes organizingorganizing by including  by including 
ecological health in decisions in the forestry ecological health in decisions in the forestry 
sector and viewing landowners not only as sector and viewing landowners not only as 
producers, but also as nature stewards.producers, but also as nature stewards.

Since continuous cover forestry has been legal only for 10+ Since continuous cover forestry has been legal only for 10+ 
years in Finland. Forest experts may think of continuous cover years in Finland. Forest experts may think of continuous cover 
forestry as inferior, and there is in fact less experience with it. forestry as inferior, and there is in fact less experience with it. 

– Person C– Person C

Doing justice
in Continuous Cover Forestry

There is a long tradition in Finland of how we manage our There is a long tradition in Finland of how we manage our 
forests, and how our value-chains are optimized to traditional forests, and how our value-chains are optimized to traditional 

use and management. use and management. 
– Person G – Person G 



The key question is how we can involve more diverse voices, and The key question is how we can involve more diverse voices, and 
groups that are not involved at all in the discussion, like youth.groups that are not involved at all in the discussion, like youth.

– Person G– Person G

Many farmers have a secondary income in maintaining Many farmers have a secondary income in maintaining 
forests, so small changes in their revenue might affect forests, so small changes in their revenue might affect 
profitability, especially if their overall income is on the profitability, especially if their overall income is on the 

brink of being profitable. brink of being profitable. 
– Person C – Person C 

Past participation processes do not fit with 
current needs
Finnish forest policy has traditionally been shaped through 
negotiations between timber producers, industries, and 
the state, with policy prioritizing the maximization of 
of  wood production. However, environmental issues such 
as climate change, biodiversity loss, and water pollution 
have gained urgency in the last decades. Environmental 
groups, non‑forestry experts, and societal actors are often 
perceived to have less influence, leading to imbalances in 
whose knowledge and concerns shape policy outcomes.

Justice dynamic I

Relevant background Finland
Forestry is central to Finland. Around three‑quarters of the 
country is covered by forest, and wood has long been a key 
export. Timber and pulp remain important industries, whilst 
there are increasing demands for higher-value wood-based 
products such as construction materials and wood-based textiles. 

Finnish forests are privately owned by hundreds of thousands of 
small landowners, giving individuals substantial influence over 
forest management choices.  

Finnish forest policy has long prioritized maximizing wood 
production by subsidizing clear‑cutting and prohibiting 
continuous cover forestry until 2014. National rules and 
economic instruments still do not extensively support 
alternative ways of forestry and do not cater to different 
individual or regional circumstances.  

EU climate and nature‑restoration targets strongly guide the 
debate on the future of Finnish forests and the need to change 
forestry practices. Peatlands play a particularly important 
role in national environmental debates. Finland has extensive 
peatland areas, over half of which have been historically 
drained for forestry. While drainage enabled more wood 
production, it also led to significant carbon emissions and water 
pollution. 

Policy processes could be made more inclusive, because Policy processes could be made more inclusive, because 
based on my experience, the variety of working groups is based on my experience, the variety of working groups is 

quite fixed.quite fixed.
 – Person D  – Person D 

The government has played a big role in getting us in The government has played a big role in getting us in 
this mess, so it should have a role in addressing issues now.this mess, so it should have a role in addressing issues now.

- Person B- Person B



Fragmented land ownership challenges 
systemic transition 
Environmental impacts of continuous cover forestry 
are maximized when it is coordinated across larger, 
connected forest areas. This makes transition difficult 
when ownership is fragmented among small, privately 
owned plots. Furthermore, some owners may face higher 
costs and risks due to the nature or size of their 
land, creating inequalities in who can realistically 
adopt new practices. 

Most of the Finnish forest properties are too small to operate Most of the Finnish forest properties are too small to operate 
alone. So if you want to make some profit and then you want to alone. So if you want to make some profit and then you want to 

be environmental friendly, it’s complicated if you’re small.be environmental friendly, it’s complicated if you’re small.
–  Person F–  Person F

Justice dynamic III

Local livelihoods clash with 
environmental benefits
Forestry is important for the regional economies 
in rural areas, providing jobs and supplementary 
income for farmers. This creates a tension between 
regional development and national environmental 
goals, as well as between the economic interest of 
forest owners and forest industries and also the 
environmental rights or concerns of others, such as 
water users and recreationists. 

Justice dynamic II


